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The Paw Print 
  July 2010 
 
 

Mon: Family Manners (Beginner 1) w/Frank McKane 6:30 pm, starts July 26, 2010 
  Introduction to Dog Sports w/Frank McKane 7:30 pm, starts July 26, 2010 

 

Tue:  Manners & More (Intermediate/CGC) w/Frank McKane 6:30 pm, starts July 13, 2010 

  Foundations for Field Dogs 7:30 pm, w/Frank McKane starts July 13, 2010 

 
Wed: Competition Obedience w/Marianna Beard, two classes: 

  Beginner Class 4:30 pm, starts August 11, 2010 

  Novice Class 5:30 starts August 11, 2010 

  All Access Obedience (Club Night) – 7:00 pm – Flatwork/heeling practice;  

  Run Thru’s – 8:00 pm 

Thurs:     Agility – all levels – w/Cheryl Hoye, 7:00 pm, Starts July 29, 2010 

   

  Fri:   Attention Class w/Jim Hurlbut – 7:00 pm, starts July 9, 2010 

      Open Class w/Jim Hurlbut – 8:00 pm, starts July 9, 2010 

 

  Sun:    Puppy Manners w/Lisa Byrd – 6:00 pm, starts August 15, 2010 
     Advanced Puppy w/Lisa Byrd – 7:00pm starts August 15, 2010  

    

    

 

A message from the President 
Just a couple of things to mention this month; first, the new air conditioner has been 
installed and the electrical work was completed today (Thursday, 7/1/10). It does a 
great job!! The on - off switch is part of the same box that controls the old unit.  I would 
like to send a Special thanks to Rick Ritacco for a lot of hard work installing this new 
unit.  Please be sure to turn the AC off when leaving the building and do not mess with 
the controls. I recently found that someone got under the duct tape on the old unit and 
turned the control from Hi Cool to Hi Fan. No wonder it didn't work!!! The switches for 
both air conditioners must be in the down position before you leave the building.  
 
Another reminder about locking the door when you leave; Recently, I have found it 
unlocked on two occasions when I arrived at the facility. From now on you will be 
hearing from me directly when we find the building unlocked. The calendar tells us who 
the culprit is. 
 
There are lots of trials coming up starting next week. Let's hope we have tons of 
success for ODTCW dogs and handlers.  
 

Jim Hurlbut, president 
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Run Thrus at ODTCWRun Thrus at ODTCWRun Thrus at ODTCWRun Thrus at ODTCW    
11 Robinson Lane 
Oxford, CT 06478 

Runs start at 9:00am Run Order: 
July 17 Utility & Open, then Novice **AKC Judge Bob Amen will be judging** 

Aug. 14 Novice & Utility, then Open 
Sep 18 **Novice & Open, then Utility 
 **Please note change from original date! 

Oct 16 Utility & Open, then Novice 

Nov 13 Novice & Utility, then Open 

 
Limited to 60 total entries 
 

Cost:  $10 for first run-thru, $5 for additional with the same dog. 

To enter, please fill out the attached form and mail with check payable to 

ODTCW to: Rick Ritacco 

48 Fenwood Lane, Wilton, CT 06897 
 

If you can help Steward or Judge Please call Rick 
FMI: contact Rick Ritacco at (203) 984-3462 or email at 

rritacco@live.com    
 

PLEASE make sure to specify the CLASS you wish to enter! 
 

 
Name:  ____________________________________________________________________     
 
Dog’s call name/breed: ________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail:  ______________________________    Phone:  ______________________________ 
 
PLEASE CIRCLE CLASS :    
 

NOVICE             OPEN      Jump Height:  __________      UTILITY      Jump Height:  ________ 
 

I will not hold ODTCW or their representatives liable for any loss, damage or injury to myself, or my property 

while attending this event. ODTCW reserves the right to dismiss any dog that displays aggressive behavior 

toward other dogs or event participants.  

 

Signature_________________________________________________Date_________________ 

 
Be sure to include telephone number and e-mail address. 
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Member News: Puppies!!!!Puppies!!!!Puppies!!!!Puppies!!!!                IIIIn this special section celebrating puppies, n this special section celebrating puppies, n this special section celebrating puppies, n this special section celebrating puppies, 

we we we we are happy to are happy to are happy to are happy to showcase showcase showcase showcase some of some of some of some of the new puppies the new puppies the new puppies the new puppies thatthatthatthat are fillin are fillin are fillin are filling our g our g our g our member’smember’smember’smember’s    
lives with lovelives with lovelives with lovelives with love, laughter,, laughter,, laughter,, laughter, and the wonderful smell  and the wonderful smell  and the wonderful smell  and the wonderful smell 
of puppy breath!of puppy breath!of puppy breath!of puppy breath! 

 
 
 

Dawn Shewchuck shares this adorable photo of 
“Gladys”  (Sunfire's Stillwater Pond). 
She is 8 months old.  Gladys is enrolled in 
ODTCW Basic Family Manners and Intro to Field 
Dog classes. She will work on CGC then go on to 
obedience and field work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Left to right: Elizabeth Wilson and Diva, Mary Tomlinson and Gidget, Marianna Beard and Morgan, Joan Ripke and Maddie. 

These four puppies are full litter sisters out of Lily.  They are wonderful girls who bring joy and 
love into their respective homes.  Not to be denied, they are smart as whips and eager to 
please.  We look forward to many years of cuddy and hugs with these little gems.                 

Happiness is a warm puppy.  ~Charles M. Schulz 
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BRAGS FROM OUR MEMBERS: 

From Karen Wrey 06/13/10: 
Introducing Ch Blue Chip Desert Reign RN CD! (Desi) 
I'm exhausted...It was a busy week-end for Ch Blue Chip Desert Reign.  We came home with 3 first places and 3 
seconds places...Desi earned two AKC titles in one week-end, the very first time she has ever competed!  I 
knew Desi was smart, but I never expected this.  Rich chickened out about showing her, but Pam MADE me do it.  I 
owe her....she was right.  (Thanks Pam)!!!   Desi is SMART and soooo steady in the ring.  The poor girl got stung by a 
bee, not once but twice, and she still managed to "hold it together" and look lovely! 
Thank you Chris and Jean.  We are blessed with this special Raisin daughter.  Jack must have been incredible sire 
too!  Thanks all for all of your love and support.  Karen 

 

  
 
     
 
On June 12th Lily and I took a road trip to Exeter, RI to attend the South County Kennel Club’s obedience trials. 
Lily qualified in Open B both days.  On the 12th she received a score of 198 giving her 1st place in her class and  
on 13th she received a score of 197 and 1st place.  She was also awarded back to back High In Trials.  I am very 
proud of this girl.  She is not only an excellent service dog but gives her all in the obedience ring.  Lily is truly my 
heart dog.- Marianna Beard 
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On Sunday June 13th, Robbie, Bitti and I attended the Southern Berkshire Golden Retriever Club’s agility trial held 
at The Pines in South Glastonbury, CT.  This was Bitti’s first agility trial, she was entered in Novice Jumpers with 
weaves.  She not only qualified, she won the class!  Not to be outdone by his little sister Robbie Double Q’d in 
Excellent, earning his 5th DQ and another 28MACH points!!- Candi Anglace 

 
I want to report that Gillie earned his Versatility title at the Sheltie specialty in Westfield on May 15, taking a 
first with a 197.  Mason Cable 

 
Sandy Montuori reports that Delta Dawn earned her 2nd and 3rd legs at Port Chester Obedience Training Club on 
June 27, 2010 for her APDT rally RL3 title! AND in the Front & Finish Rally Combined Ratings that just came out, 
Delta Dawn ranked 4th in the top ten for the bulldog breed!! 

 
 

JUNE 26TH SEMINAR/WORKSHOP 
MAKE YOUR DOG SHINE-MAKE YOU INVISIBLE 

  
On Saturday, June 26th Marianna Beard held a training seminar at the ODTCW facility in Oxford. Titled  
"Make Your Dog Shine-Make You Invisible."  The class was divided between first time handlers and handlers with 
experience.  Several handlers attended with new puppies and one with his 10 year old Lab.   
It was truly a learning experience with Marianna's vast knowledge and experience. 
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Comments heard around the water cooler. 
The ten participants “could not help but gain from the day’s workshop”.  “The seminar helped explain for me what a judge 
is looking for and what will cost me points and what won't.”  “I'm a newbie at dog training and after attending the seminar I 
have more knowledge which gives me more confidence.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Our Hearts go out to thOur Hearts go out to thOur Hearts go out to thOur Hearts go out to the following memberse following memberse following memberse following members who have  who have  who have  who have recently recently recently recently 
suffered the loss of their beloved companions…….suffered the loss of their beloved companions…….suffered the loss of their beloved companions…….suffered the loss of their beloved companions…….    
    
 

My beautiful Foxy Lady trudged over the 
rainbow bridge Saturday, 5/15/10 - humanely 
put to sleep after a long illness.  She would have 
been 12 in June.   
Foxy and I had a wonderful journey together - 
from CD to CDX to UD - and we enjoyed it all.    
The heartbreaker was that at the very end she 
licked my face repeatedly - saying goodbye - 

until she went to sleep.  
Lots of tears here. I shall always miss her and will never 

forget her. She was very special to me.  ~Gretchen  
 

 
We lost our Reba on May 30th.  She blessed our home with her love and grace for more than 13 
wonderful years.  Though she never earned a "real" obedience title, she was one of the most well 
behaved dogs whom we have ever had the honor of sharing our lives with.   Her one and only fault (if you 
can call it that) is that she felt she was the only dog who deserved petting.  So we all affectionately 
called her, "Our Pet Me Only" dog.  Reba, we miss you much and  
you will never be far from our hearts.   ~Melissa, Matt, Bill, Marianna, Billy and Claudia 
 

On April 25, 2010, Maxwell (Winterset Hot Shot) left our loving home at the age of fifteen 
years old.  He was my first obedience dog that obtained his UD title in three consecutive 
shows.  We have lost a very special friend that we loved very much that we'll miss every 
day." Rick & Nancy Ritacco 
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June 3, 2010; this week, I have said goodbye to my wonderful friend, 
great companion, clever partner and conscientious care giver.  Cassie 
has crossed that bridge to a place without the miseries of kidney 
disease. 
The previous week, we welcomed into our home and mini-pack, 
Rockwoods Hot Shot II.  Shotsie is a UKC champion and a successful 
mother.  She is 4 and has no notion of even the most rudimentary 
Obedience commands.  She is very sweet and is trying to understand 
her new life. 
~Mason Cable 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
The following has been included with permission from the author~ 
 

 

Worst Nightmare 
 

I recently had my first Open obedience assignment as a provisional judge for that class. It was 

the end of March and because of the distance, I was given a hotel room by the show giving club. I 

was looking forward to this assignment, it was a two trials in one day show and I had 32 dogs to 

judge in each trial. Plus, I knew that the AKC Rep would be there so I would be able to get an 

observation done which is one step closer to being approved in that class when I meet all the other 

requirements.  

 When I have a overnight stay my dogs always come with me/us. My husband also comes, he 

is my driver and care taker of the dogs while I am Judging. Since my daughter got married and 

had started her family we have had no choice in that matter, no one takes care of our dogs like 

we do. And the fact that I would never leave them alone on the overnight requires my kids to stay 

at my house for the care of them which, my kids are refusing to do. They don't want to let them 

out as often as we do and my dogs are spoiled, I know that but that is what I allowed them to be 

like in my home. They have built in alarm clocks as to what time everything should take place on 

their daily schedule. They can get quite annoying when you deviate from that. So that is the set-

up for my devastating few weeks that I am about to tell you about.  

 I know that there are other show people that have horror stories about what has happened 

on road trips with their dogs to shows or elsewhere.  It just never hit home like this has for me 

and my family. The only good news to come of this is that all my dogs could have had the same 

thing happen to them and didn't by mere chance that my husband said put them on the cement. 

My devastation could have been all 9 of my dogs versus one.  Too many as that single number is, I 

am grateful that it was not all of my dogs. 
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 The late afternoon of March 27th, we arrived at our hotel destination. The Inn at 

Towamencin in Lansdale, Pa. is a beautiful hotel and we asked for a ground floor room next to an 

exit to make it easier to get the dogs out for their pottying. The room also was nice. It was large 

and instead of using the smaller vari-kennels I put them into wire fold down crates which gave 

them more room and made them happier campers.  The room was so large I could have added more 

dogs if I wanted to. Before bringing them into the room we set up x-pens on the grass across 

from the door entrance that we would be using to get to our room. We noticed that the back of 

the kitchen and the delivery area to the hotel was right by where we were. There were also homes 

opposite the grassy patch where we had the dogs in the pens.  We liked this spot because it 

appeared to be normal grass, with patches missing so we knew that this area was not fertilized, it 

was mixed with lots of crabgrass added to just make us absolutely feel safe to have the dogs on 

that area. WE setup the dogs in the room afterwards and I was planning on leaving the pens right 

there on the grass for the dogs but Vinnie said that we should bring them closer to the doors and 

put them on the cement to make getting them into the pens easier rather than trying to get them 

across the parking area. So we moved the pens. Everything went well that night. We checked out 

the show site and how far it was from the hotel and we picked up pizza to eat in the hotel room 

and relax with the dogs. That was Saturday evening.   

 Sunday morning on the 28th of March we awoke at 5 as is my dogs schedule and I didn't 

want them to make any noise in the hotel room. They tend to sleep a little later when we are away 

but I needed to wake them rather than they wake us and the hotel up. I hooked up the leashes of 

all but 2 dogs and brought them out to split in the two ex-pens that I had set up for them to use. 

I then went back into the hotel room and retrieved my last two dogs. That was my senior dog 

Joker who I didn't want to go into the pens with the other dogs for fear he might get knocked 

down in a small area and I took Roscoe with him to help Joker walk across the parking lot to the 

grassy area that we had used the night before and when we first arrived at the hotel. It was 

dark out and I couldn't /didn't see anything unusual to be afraid of with my dogs.  It was also a 

chilly day, perfect for my dogs to stay in the car instead of being brought into the show site. 

Once on the grass I split them by stretching my arms and telling them to go potty. It was maybe 

5 minutes of them sniffing around when all the sudden Roscoe jumped and pulled me suddenly to 

jump off the grass area and onto the parking lot pavement again. It was so sudden and unexpected 

that I went with the pull and I pulled Joker down and off the grass. Joker wouldn't stand up 

after that, he was hurt and when I picked him up he wouldn't stand on his hind leg so I scooped 

him up and carried him across and back to the room with Roscoe pulling slightly which I scolded him 

for. Not once did I think to check why Roscoe had done such an unusual move, my only concern 

was for my Joker, who is about to be 16 years old soon. WE had to leave so we packed the dogs 

into the car and put them in the crates and set out for the show in Kulpsville.  Once there we set 

up the pens again and the dogs were fed and rested with Vinnie to care for them.  Vinnie said 

Joker wouldn't move at all and was sleeping a lot. I knew he was hurting so during my break I took 

him out and got him to walk a little. When dealing with a senior dog this is something we always 

might have to deal with. Everyone else seemed fine except Vinnie commented that Roscoe wasn't 

barking when the other dogs barked, nor did he eat his food. Neither one of us worried about it 

though and they were put in the pens when needed and put back into the van afterwards. 

 It took me two days before I noticed a problem on Roscoe. It appeared to be a hotspot on 

his front leg. That was Tuesday. I thought I could treat it myself and after a couple of days with 

trying I realized it was spreading and appeared to be on all four of his legs. I called the vet to 
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make an appointment and wanted to see the guy that I like best so I was going to wait until 

Thursday of next week, I just thought I could handle it myself, until I saw him. 

  Roscoe stopped walking. I had to carry him and then he would stand and not move but 

would potty where I placed him. I started to soak his feet into peroxide and was washing his legs 

down gently and putting Sulfodene on him. I knew he was getting worse not better. By Sunday, 1 

week after the show I took his temperature. It was 103.5 and my Roscoe was really acting sick. 

He wasn't eating, moving or making any noise. His nose appeared to be stuffed. I called the vet 

and brought him in to see whoever was there at the practice.  She took him for an x-ray because 

he was kind of snorting to breathe out of his nose. She said it looked clear but she thinks he has 

bronchitis because of the temp. I pointed to his legs, told her about the show, and she said he 

might have caught a cold and an allergy reaction is also there. She gave him a shot of antibiotics 

and gave me nebulizing medicine and told me that it would take a couple of days for him to feel 

better.  On Monday, he seemed worse and I started washing him down to cool him. His temp was 

not going down. Tuesday night I brought him back to the vet. By now he moved as if he was 

walking on broken glass when he took any steps. I didn't know what to do for him. He was getting 

worse every day. His legs were from his feet to his elbows and from his back legs to his hocks and 

his testicles were oozing pus. They kept him to give him IV fluids and meds. I picked him up Weds 

and brought him back again Weds. night because his temp was 104.5. I was thinking I was going 

to lose him. Before I took him back to the vet I put him in the tub to cool him down and after 

almost an hour, managed to get his temp down to 103.2 only.  At the vet blood work was taken 

and he was put on Prednisone. My vet I saw on Thursday brought Roscoe in and looked at the 

destruction and told me that he walked into something. It was blistered on his belly at this point 

also and he was looking just awful, as if he was in a fire. His foot pads were raw. He gave him a 

shot of cortisone and said to me that he wanted him to see a specialist that was there that day. 

He wanted to do a ultra sound on him.  

The specialist did the ultra sound and said it was negative for anything but he said that his marks 

might resemble an auto immune disease.  More blood work was done and a biopsy was taken. It 

was during this procedure that they realized he was blistered all over the inside of his mouth and 

throat.  They told me to take him home and wait. After the results were in the vet said that he 

may have an auto immune problem and he prescribed meds that I had to get from the human 

pharmacy. Plus added double dose of prednisone and more antibiotic shot.  And they gave me pain 

medication. His fever calmed down after a couple of days and I thought maybe he was getting 

better.  I had a glimmer of hope. Everything was basically coming in negative to all the tests but 

the vet told me that he never has seen any auto immune deficiency or disease cause so much 

destruction and this fast. The biopsy showed a major infection raging and possibly signs of auto 

immune disease. The next week I had to bring him back again on Monday, his gums were gray, 

they gave me pet tinic for him. Weds.  He had a funny odor coming from his breath and I took 

him back to the vet. The vet was worried that his kidneys were shutting down. More blood work. 

An overnight stay and the vet called in the am to say that he is not responding to anything take 

him home and wait for the results. Friday I got the results that his blood work has changed 

drastically and he had no chance to come back from whatever this was. He didn't respond to any 

treatments and if they did find something that might work for him it wouldn't be able to fix him 

before he had succumbed to it. He recommended that I put him to sleep to relieve the terrible 

pain he was in soon.  I told him I had to work things out with the cremation place and I would call 

him back.   
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 The place where I had used to make sure I got only my dogs ashes had a problem and 

needed to fix their crematory so I needed to look elsewhere. It is a horrible feeling to be looking 

at your dog and be making arrangements for that dog.  There are two pet cemeteries near me, 

one I kept getting an answering machine, the other I spoke to a person. They needed a day to 

clear their schedule and I planned it for Monday the 26th of April and then called my vet to make 

the appointment. I also ordered an urn with his name inscribed on it.  

Oddly, Roscoe seemed so calm our last weekend together, he didn't seem to be in so much pain. I 

took his bite not collar off of him and he still didn't go for his legs. His gums were white even 

with the pet tinic, we knew we were doing the right thing. His legs, chest and underbelly through 

to his rear were skin covered in rawness as if he had been burnt in a fire, lobster red.  I couldn't 

get the medicine into him other than the tinic. I didn't want to shove anything down his throat and 

we knew it wasn't working so we just tried to keep him as comfortable as we could. My family all 

came to visit with him and say goodbye to him during the weekend, it was very emotional for all of 

us. He had stopped eating anything, even from our hand. But he responded to everyone that came 

over and would lean against them so that he could be hugged or pet. 

Monday came and CH. M&M Valley's Image Maker CDX RE was put to sleep. It was April 26, 

2010. Not quite a month after the show date. Even the euthanasia wasn't easy for he was so 

anemic, his blood was barely flowing in his veins. He was 8 years old. His birthday was in January 

and up until we went to that show weekend, he was a healthy boy and a happy boy. Just last week 

, a week after he was put down, we discovered what probably was the culprit behind his terrible 

struggle to survive. My friend mentioned it and I called my vet to ask him if this was possibly the 

cause of it and he said more than likely this was the culprit behind his devastating illness.  LYE. 

It is very caustic and used quite commonly for cleaning in kitchens and for drain openings. Without 

a doubt, I am sure Roscoe walked into this on the grass at the hotel. Even if we had known at 

that time I am not sure we would have been able to save him but at least we might have been able 

to start treatment sooner. There were men outside that morning that I had said hello to when I 

walked by the back of the kitchen, probably starting their shifts for that day.   Roscoe is gone 

now there is no bringing him back to life. It is too late now and finding out a week after his death 

what the probable cause was does not ease my mind from watching the devastating way my dog 

suffered for three and a half weeks. The hotel is denying that they poured any chemical with Lye 

in it onto the grounds, which anyone would expect them to say. My vet says that this more than 

likely is what caused his death, masking itself as an auto immune disease but the key note here 

was that he didn't respond to any treatments given for his symptoms. I have put in a request for 

the hotel to send me their material safety data sheets (MSDS) and I plan on contacting the EPA 

and the DEP. This is a dog friendly hotel.  None of these chemicals should ever be used. Ever.  

All this will do is to just educate those dog friendly Hotels to let them know that products that 

they are using are dangerous and possibly stop them from using it again. But when we travel, we 

are all in a unsuspecting state of mind. Usually our main worry is if the grass has been fertilized 

where we are walking them. 

 My reason for writing this is for others safety.  When we take our dogs away from home, 

we really do not know what is out there. I have been going to shows for over fifteen years and 

nothing ever happened before to any of my dogs.  

The problem is we are all at risk when we leave our homes. Like I said, the only good news is that 

not all of my dogs were exposed to this. I thank God for that.  My vet couldn't find anything that 

would work to save my dog. He thought that he had walked through, sniffed it into his nose but 

my dogs reaction also masked itself as an auto immune disease to a point.  Except that no 
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treatment given that might have worked to save a dog with auto immune problems or slow down the 

process worked for him. My dog was literally on fire and no dog ever reacted that fast and with 

such fast destruction from a auto immune disease.  His skin looked like it was melting on him.  It 

was destroying him so rapidly that none of the vets knew what to do to treat him, everyday it got 

worse and worse. He basically was killed from the outside to within according to my vet. 

So please, if my dogs life can teach any of us something, it is to be as careful as possible with 

our babies and watch where we put them down when we travel to unknown areas. If your dog does 

suddenly come down with a strange spot after a return from travel, consider it to be something 

more than just a hot spot or something minor and get your dog to the vet immediately, maybe, you 

can just prevent what happened to my dog if you react faster than I did. 

 

~Linda Ferrullo 

 (using you as a form of therapy to try and get over this tragedy)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We want to wish ALL memWe want to wish ALL memWe want to wish ALL memWe want to wish ALL members continued success in their bers continued success in their bers continued success in their bers continued success in their 
training and all other endeavorstraining and all other endeavorstraining and all other endeavorstraining and all other endeavors.... 

 
 

 
 
 

The ODTCW Board of Directors has their next meeting 
scheduled for  

Friday evening August 27, 2010  
at 6pm 

 
 
 

*Anyone interested in helping is welcome to attend!* 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Minutes from the April Board Meeting on the following pages 

The next issue of the Paw Print is expected to be published in early-September 2010 - please send any news, 
brags and photos to Candi Anglace at Wyndridge@comcast.net by August 27, 2010 to be included in that issue. 

ODTCW 2010 Board of Directors 
President…………..…....……..……...Jim Hurlbut 
(203) 758-9684…….…...... jimh9684@comcast.net 

 

1st V. President…...….………...... Marianna Beard 

(203) 426-0834…….………... agoldens@aol.com 

 

2nd V. President…………......……... Rick Ritacco 

(203) 984-3462…………….…rritacco@live.com 

 

Corresponding Secretary….....…Mary Tomlinson 

(203) 910-4110…... mct113@charterinternet.com 

 
Recording Secretary..….…....….…Candi Anglace 

(203) 888-3023……....… wyndridge@comcast.net 

 

Treasurer………….……..….…..Marilyn Poodiack 

(203) 791-8536…...…….…. mpoodiack@aol.com 

 

Board Member……...…...…….…..Frank McKane 

(203) 209 0646……….....… profoutdoors@cs.com 

 

Board Member………………….....Sharon Morton 

(203) 888 5673……...…...…shugmort@yahoo.com 
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PLEASE SAVE THE DATE: Christmas Party date was set for Saturday December 11th at 6pm!! 

 

 
 

“No matter how little money and how few possessions you own, having a dog makes you rich.” 
Louis Sabin 

 
 

 
ODTCW Board Meeting 

Date: Friday April 30, 2010, 6pm 
At ODTCW Facility 

11 Robinson Ln. Oxford, CT 
 

1. Meeting called to Order:  
The meeting was called to order at 6:00pm by President Jim Hurlbut 

a. Attendance: Jim Hurlbut, Marianna Beard, Mary Tomlinson, Sharon Morton, Marilyn 
Poodiack, Rick Ritacco 

b. Late: Candi Anglace 
c. Absent: Frank McKane 
d. Others Present: None 

 
2. Reading of the minutes from last Board Meeting 
The minutes from the last Board Meeting were read. 
 
Motion to accept the minutes was made by Marianna Beard,  seconded by Rick Ritacco.   A 
voice vote was taken and all were in favor. 
 
3. Secretary’s Report   
Nothing at this time 

 
4. Treasurer’s Report 
Marilyn reports that the recent workshop offered by Marianna Beard netted the club $522 profit, 
classes have brought in $4000 with a net profit of $2408. 
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Treasurers Report for end of March 2010: 
        Operating Account   $16,334.96 

Savings Account       $   555.45 
     Certificate of Deposit         $27,462.16                     
      Actual ending total   

            On March 31, 2010     $ 44,652.57   
 

Motion to file the report to audit was made by Marianna Beard,  seconded by Mary 
Tomlinson.   A voice vote was taken and all were in favor. 
 

 
5. Unfinished Business 
 
Plaques and awards; discussion was held incredible number of titles available in all of the different 
registries and which should/ or should not be awarded add ons/plaques. The cost this year was in 
excess of $600.00 It was decided that we will stay with the decision of the previous Board in the 
Jan 2008 Minutes: 
 “Discussion about plaques to be awarded at the Annual Meeting: decided a new policy-  
1) Add ons will be free for AKC titles 
2) Awards will only be for the preceding year 
3) Only AKC Obedience, Agility and Rally will be honored 
4) UKC (and other venues) will be paid for by the recipient 
5) CGC to be paid for by the recipient” 

 
In addition it was decided that all preferred titles and other non regular titles will receive 
certificates. 

 
Jim Hurlbut reports that the ad was placed in Voices, there was discussion about moving it to the 
pet section for more visibility. 
 
Web site discussion:  Rick Ritacco suggested we all look over both the PCOTC and Top Dog web 
sites for ideas about ease of maneuverability and general layout.    Mary Tomlinson and Sharon 
Morton report that work is in progress to gain access to the website so changes can be made.  
Finally, it was decided that we would put the Club’s Constitution and By Laws on the web site. 
 
Jim reports that the First Aid kit has been purchased and installed on the wall between the 
bathroom doors. 
 
Air Conditioner, there was discussion about the purchase and installation of a 36,000 BTU in wall 
unit.  Rick can do the carpentry, the unit will cost $1699, and we will need to pay for an electrician 
to do the wiring. 
 
Board Meetings will be held every other month, on the last Friday at 6pm.  (See dates below) 
  April 30, 2010, 6pm 

  June 25, 2010, 6pm 
  August 27, 2010, 6pm 
  October 29, 2010, 6pm 
It was decided that the December Board Meeting will be held on Friday December 10, 2010, 6pm  
 
Frank McKane reported (via email) he contacted the Oxford Dog Days people, but has yet to get a 
response. 
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Marianna reports that the ring cleaning /schedule is going well, the building is looking good inside 
and out.  There are only 2 remaining problems; 

1. dog poo not being picked up outside,  Jim suggested that all instructors speak to their 
classes about this issue. 

2. Chalk marks appearing all over the floor, it was decided that if this continues, the people 
responsible will not be allowed to rent the facility. 

 
Discussion about building rental rates for day, half day etc. The following fee schedule was agreed 
upon:  
 ½ day   (4hours) $125 
 Day rate  (8hours) $200 
 2days  (16hrs)   $350 
 3days   (24hrs)   $500 
 This includes 1 hour before and after for set up and clean up.  Contracts were discussed Jim 
will work on a contract. 
 
Marianna’s upcoming seminar, June 26th, will be geared toward Novice A handlers.  The topic will 
be about “How the handler can perform their job and be invisible to the judge” 
She will need help with food, flyers, etc.  There will be 15 spots available, cost $75. 
 
Motion to accept all decisions on Old Business was made by Marianna Beard, seconded by 
Rick Ritacco.  A voice vote was taken and all were in favor. 
 

 
7. New Business 
 
Christmas Party date was set for Saturday December 11th at 6pm. 
 
First Aid seminar; there was discussion about different first aid seminars that have been offered.   
Suzanne Vetter is looking in to someone to teach canine CPR It was decided that this would be  
something to plan for the Fall. 
 
Agility classes; discussion about having Cheryl’s classes be a paid 6 wk session vs drop in, it was  
decided that to have it all be drop in is easiest.  Jim and Marilyn P will talk with her about this. 
 
Progression of Beginner Puppy, Advanced Puppy and Family Manners classes was discussed.   
MB will drop in and observe to see what if anything can be improved there. 
 
Sandy Funk has offered to do summertime, daytime 4H type beginner/puppy K/rally class. Jim will 
work out the details with her. 
 
Mary T reports that there are 42 members whose membership renewals are past due, that have 
not rejoined.  She will send a correspondence and see if they are returning.  Mary will send the 
membership list to Candi for distribution to club members. 
  
Mary Tomlinson made a motion to accept; it was seconded by Sharon Morton.  All were in 
favor. 
 
8. Adjourn Meeting 
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Marianna Beard made a motion to adjourn the meeting; it was seconded by Rick Ritacco.  
All were in favor. 
 
MEETING ADJOURNED at 7:15 PM. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Candis Anglace 
Candis Anglace 
Recording Secretary 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 


